


Here we are, going into winter, and 
I’m talking about planting seeds? 
Yes. Seeds for Wake Audubon’s 

birds. I’m asking you to make a special 
donation to Wake Audubon so that we 
can continue our great programs in the 
coming months.

As you know, the Audubon Society is 
not only about the birds, but also about 
all wildlife and the environment needed 
to support our own health. We get some 
support from the National Audubon 
Society. However, the National Audubon 
Society provides less financial support to 
the local chapters than it used to. That is 
why we at Wake Audubon must step up 
our efforts to raise funds for our chapter’s 
projects. We are planning some fund-
raising activities for next year, but we 
want to start by asking you for a special 
donation now to Wake Audubon.

What do we spend money on?  Actually, 
you’re looking at our biggest expense: 
our award-winning newsletter.  Our 
newsletter keeps you informed about 
meetings and activities, teaches 
you about specific birds, and gives 
you ideas for ways you can make a 
difference. You’ve told us that you like 
the newsletter and want even more 
educational content, but between the 
printing and the mailing costs, it is Wake 
Audubon’s largest expense. We scaled 
back this year to 10 issues. Next year we 
may have to scale back further. How far, 
we don’t yet know;  we are still working 
on the budget. 

Many of you have already contributed 
your time and money to our projects at 
Anderson Point Park. The birds love the 
arbor and meadow, many bird families 
have made homes in the boxes, and signs 
will soon be up to explain how the park 
provides crucial habitat for wildlife. Your 
donation now will allow us to continue 
and expand our conservation efforts at 
Anderson Point and other parks.

Our Audubon Adventures program is 
an environmental education curriculum 
designed for grades three through five. 
This award-winning program was 
developed by professional environmental 
educators and helps students achieve 
proficiency in language arts, science, and 
environmental studies. With oil, mining, 
and timber corporations pushing their 
version of “environmental education” 
in our schools, the Audubon Adventures 
program is more valuable and necessary 
than ever, but it comes at a cost:  Each 
kit includes supplies for a class of 32 
students and costs $50. 

Other expenses include our educational 
meetings and speakers, adoption of 
Important Bird Areas, and support for 
other organizations’ conservation efforts.

In short, your donation now in any 
amount will be put to good use for these 
and other important Wake Audubon 
programs.

On behalf of the birds and other wildlife, 
thank you! 
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Feathered Facts

Prothonotary Warbler (PROW) – Protonotaria citrea 
These birds are now primarily in mangrove swamps of 
Costa Rica, Panama, and northern Columbia.  Early 
ornithologists described “swarms” of PROWs in 
swamps of Panama, where densities can be quite high. 
It is found less often north to the Yucatan peninsula 
and east to Trinidad and Tobago.  In one study of 
13 birds, the home range was about 2/3 acre (0.3 
hectare).  Only a few winter diet studies have been 

done.  In the swamp areas, PROWs forage among the aerial roots of 
mangroves, at times in large groups, from which they glean mostly 
beetles and a variety of larvae.  In Panama, some birds also consume 
fruit.  It appears that some pairs remain “bonded” even during the 
non-breeding season.  Some 50 percent to 70 percent of 
mangroves have been destroyed in Columbia in the past 
20 years, due to coastal development, new highways, 
and agri- and aquaculture.  	 ~John Gerwin

Special President’s Message
Please Plant Seeds for the Birds

Monthly Meetings
Monet’s Reprise: The 
Painted Bunting
Tuesday, Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
(Note date change from calendar.)

A Species of Special Concern, the 
colorful Painted Bunting reaches the 
northern limit of its breeding range in 
NC and faces threats here and abroad.  
The Museum of Natural Sciences’ 
bird curator, John Gerwin, will discuss 
new efforts to study “le nonpareil” in 
NC, including a new citizen science 
project.

Endangered and Invasive 
Fishes:  Can They 
Coexist?
Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Tom Kwak, Unit Leader and 
Associate Professor at NCSU, will 
share results of his research on some 
of the amazing fishes living in North 
Carolina rivers.  Cranky catfish, meek 

minnows, and strange suckers will be 
featured.

The meetings will be held in the 
A-level conference room of the NC 
Museum of Natural Sciences and are 
open to the public.

NC Herpetological Society Meeting
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 1-2
The NC Herpetological Society will 
hold its 30th Anniversary Meeting 
on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 1-2, 
in the David Clark Labs building 
on the campus of NCSU in Raleigh.  
The theme of this meeting will be 
“NCHS:  Three Decades of Progress” 
and will feature a fun, nostalgic look 
at the society and its history.  Anyone 
interested in reptiles or amphibians 
is welcome to attend.  For more 
information contact Jeff Humphries 
(919-928-4071 or 864-506-4921; jeff.
humphries@earthlink.net) or Jeff 
Beane (919-733-7450, ext. 754; jeff.
beane@ncmail.net).

I want to help Wake Audubon continue to work for my 
community!

Please accept my donation in the amount of $_______________
 in memory of ______________________________________
 in honor of ________________________________________
 I want my donation to remain anonymous

Wake Audubon is a 501(3)(c) organization, and your donation is 
tax deductible.

Make check payable to: Wake Audubon
Mail to: Wake Audubon, PO Box 12452, Raleigh, NC 27605

Act Locally

Outdoor Clothing & Equipage
since 1972

please remember to thank our sponsor

Leader’s Choice Walks
Birding the Buckeye Trail
Saturday, Nov. 8 at 8:30 a.m.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot. 
Contact Gerry, the trip leader, for more 
information at 816-9967.

Lake Crabtree Walk
Saturday, Dec. 13 at 8:30 a.m.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Old Reedy 
Creek Road entrance, off of Weston 
Parkway in Cary.  Contact Becky 
Desjardins, the trip leader, for more 
information at 606 5352 or Becky.
Desjardins@ncmail.net.

Anderson Point Bird Walk
Winter Birds and What 
They Eat
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 9:00 a.m. 
Walk around the park and learn about 
Anderson Point Park’s winter birds, as 
well as those that live here year-round. 
We will also discuss how we can help 
the birds make it through the winter 
months, when food sources tend to be 
more scarce. Meet in the parking lot.
Contact Kari Wouk at 919-395-5630, or 
krwouk@yahoo.com.

Field Trips
Museum of Natural 
Sciences, Behind-the-
Scenes Tour of LIving 
Collections
Saturday, Nov. 8 at time TBD
Join Dan Dombrowski for a short (an 
hour or so), behind-the-scenes tour of 
Living Collections (i.e., live exhibit 
and program animals) at the museum.  
Contact Dan at 733-7450, ext. 511; dan.
dombrowski@ncmail.net. Tour will be 
limited to 10 people.

109th Annual Christmas 
Bird Count
Saturday, Dec. 20
Mark your calendars now for Wake 
Audubon’s 109th Annual Christmas 
Bird Count. Contact john.connors@
ncmail.net or john.gerwin@ncmail.net 
if you are interested in participating, 
and they will assign you to a section to 
count within our counting circle.

continued on back page...
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